Appendix A:
Submissions and comments

We have consulted with DEECA, and we considered their views when reaching our audit
conclusions. As required by the Audit Act 1994, we gave a draft copy of this report, or
relevant extracts, to those agencies and asked for their submissions and comments.

Responsibility for the accuracy, fairness and balance of those comments rests solely with
the agency head.

Responses received

Agency Page
DEECA A-2
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Response provided by the Secretary, DEECA

Department of Energy, Environment
and Climate Action

PO Box 500, East Melbourne,
Victoria 8002 Australia

SEC-240800363

Mr Andrew Greaves
Auditor-General

Victorian Auditor-General's Office
Level 31/ 35 Collins Street
MELBOURNE VIC 3000

Dear Auditor-General

Proposed draft report - Protecting the biosecurity of agricultural plant species

Thank you for your invitation to comment on the Victorian Auditor-General's Office’s (VAGO) proposed
draft report for the performance engagement = Protecting the biosecurity of agricultural plant species
received 21 August 2024.

The Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) acknowledges the importance
of effectively preparing for, preventing, managing and responding to plant pests and diseases in
Victoria.

DEECA welcomes your findings and accepts the recommendations detailed in the report. A proposed
action plan for implementing these recommendations is attached.

I thank your staff for their work and look forward to a continued productive relationship with your office.

Yours sincerely

John Bradley
Secretary

9/09/2024

Encl. DEECA Action plan = Protecting the biosecurity of agricultural plant species

‘E! ORIA
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Response provided by the Secretary, DEECA - continued

UoNOY 3OWID PUD
JuswWuUoIIAUg
‘ABiouz

SARISUSS - TVIDI440

WBWLIIA0D
203

VIdo.

'920Z Joquiaydag Aq pajs|dw o9 aq 0) $894n0S3l
abins pue juswyinioas ‘Buiutesy Aq pamoj|o} aq |jim

s80in0se) 86.ns pue JusURINIOBl e

‘- ._:==_—

~—g
|

9|diound
syl 'Sz0z Jequiaydag Aq sa1ouaBiawa jsad jueid Buipnjoul Idundul O JE)S BLIOJOIA a1n} o1 By J0j Juswdojaaap Ayjiqedes pue Buuiesyoyioads e
Spiezey ||e JaA09 0) ueld AlljigedeD) pue 821040 ved Ul O  :yBnouy ‘uoisinoul 3sad Juejd AouaBlowa UE JO JUBAS B} ULIBAOD) JO [B PO
juswaBeueyy Aouabiawz ay) )9|dwos M yO33A ON [0 SW ul paynuapisdeB pue suawainbal BuiiNosa. ssaippe||im)l Moy Judwnooq
920z Joquiaideg g SOBEIS Ul SUOREPUBWIWOD31 353} JBAIIRP [IIM ¥OITA SOA X ‘ueld Ajjiqede) pue as10p1oM Juswabeue Aouabisw3 ay) 8)9|dw oD
Buioinosal
ypm paubije sayoeoiddesoueinsse Areiodwsajuo Joayal aidiound uj O
PUEB paseq-ysui ale 8say) ainsud 0} sjuswa Bueue Jipne
JUBAS|S) MBIAB] O} Aj[EUOIEU YJOM 0) BNURUOD [|IM YOI3A ved ul O
*ABajesys paseq-ysi pajuawnaop e yym paubie oNDO sjabie} )1 yym aul| ul syipne JuswaBbuesse uo spodas
9202 Joqwaidag O  pomasiuold pue uejd Jpneenuue ayImaIAal ||IM vYO33a soA ®  AlfeuJsjul pue Jojiuow ‘9Inpayds ‘ueld 0} $32in0sal S} SASN )1 Moy dA0Idw|
g|diound uj O
s106:83 ped ul O
JUBAS|S) PUB SjuswWaJINbal Y)im SaNIAIJOB SoUB||IBAINS
ysad jue|d uo spodal Ajjeussjul pue siojuow ‘suejd )i ON O sjobue s)1)suebe
G20z Joqwaidag OE  MOY JO UOIBJUaWNO0P pue JuswuBijearardwi |m yO33Q SOA X S@NIAIOE ddue||ldAIns suodal Ajjeulajul pue sojiuou ‘sue|d}imoy aaosduw)
*$9]0J AJlUunwwod pue Ajsnpul e
‘$90JN0SaI paJinbas e
‘Buiwp pue Aouanbayy saniAnoe aoue|IBAINS e
aydiound u O ‘suonedo|jebiey e
‘saseasip pue sjsad juejd juoud o
yedu| O .
“saniARoe :pa)oa|as 10} Sjeuonel
soue|ieAINs apinG Jeyy saonoeid paseq-ysu Bunsixe ON O ayjuswnoop pue ‘sweiboid asue|jioains pajeble) pueeiauab Jaaoo pinoys
G20z Joquaidas O¢ aimydes 0} juswnoop ABajens e dojeasp (M ¥O33a soA X ABajens ay) ‘senianoe aoue|jidAIns sy apinb 0)ABajens paseq-ysu e dojeasg

uoijoe paaiby

ajeq uonejdwon

aduejdedoy

SUOIjEPUBWIWOI8Y

soj9ads juerd jeinynaribe jo Aunsesolq ay) bundsejoiyd Jodas woiy suojepuawwosds OOVA ssaippe o} uejd uonoy
uoloy djewi|) pue Juawuoaiaug ‘Abiau3z jo Juswpedaq

Appendix A-3 | Protecting the Biosecurity of Agricultural Plant Species | Victorian Auditor-General’s Report





